
Badlands Head Start: 
PRENATAL TO FIVE 

March—April 2021 Newsletter 

Upcoming Dates 

March 2  Dr. Suess’s Birthday  

March 14 Daylight Savings Time Begins 

March 15  Kindergarten Screening 

March 17  Policy Council Meeting 

March 18   TREC Board Meeting 

March 20  First Day of Spring 

April 5  No Centers  

April 19-23  Dental Bus in Belle Fourche 

April 21  Policy Council Meeting 

April 21  Earth Day  

April 22  TREC Board Meeting 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the 

USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form,  

AD-3027, found online at   http://www.ascr.usda.gov/

compliant_filing_cust.html   and at any USDA office or 

write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the  

letter all of the information requested in the form.  To  

request a copy of the complaint form, call (866)632-9992.  

Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) 

mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the  

Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 

Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, (2) fax: 

(202)690-7442, or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov 

Belle Fourche Office: 605-723-8837  
    or 800-598-5859 

 

BF Center:   605-892-3303 

Bison Office:   605-244-5500 
Newell Office:  605-456-1370 
Buffalo Office:   605-375-3179 
Lemmon Office:  605-374-3134 

101 5th Ave  Belle Fourche, SD 57717 

Phone: 605-723-8837 

Fax: 605-723-8834 

http://www.badlandshs.org/ 

Executive Director: mbevier@badlandshs.org 

Education/Disabilities Specialist: mpickle@badlandshs.org 

Family Community Specialist: wdunn@badlandshs.org 

Health, Nutrition, Safety Specialist: mwilbur@badlandshs.org 

Mental Health Specialist: rfunk@badlandshs.org 

 
  CAN YOU COLOR ME? 
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 Message from Wanda Dunn 
Wanda Dunn -  Program Services Director / Education & Disability Specialist  

APRIL- CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH 

April has been recognized nationally as Child Abuse Prevention Month. At Badlands Head 

Start, we support all our children and our families. 

We encourage all parents to reach out to others when you’re in need of help and know what 

resources your community has to offer. Please ask your teacher or home visitor about any     

resources you may be in need of.  

Remember to be available to neighbors and friends whom you know are struggling and may 

need additional support. 

Learn the signs of child abuse and how this impacts children, families and their communities. 

Always report possible child abuse by calling 1-877-244-0864. 

Contact our mental health consultant for any guidance or assistance you may need. Rebecka 

Funk MA., LPC-MH 605-722-0795 

Message from Rebecka Funk 
Submitted by: Rebecka Funk, MA LPC-MH Mental Health Consultant  



Message from Rebecca Funk  

Submitted by: Rebecka Funk, MA LPC-MH Mental Health Consultant  

 Child Abuse  

Did you know that 4 children die every day in the United States due to child abuse and 70 % of 
these children are under the age of 3! There’s certain myths that people sometimes possess about 
child abuse. It’s important for us to challenge these beliefs. Listed below are five common myths 
about child abuse.  

Myths and Facts about child abuse and neglect 

MYTH #1: It’s only abuse if it’s physical. 
Fact: Physical abuse is just one type of child abuse. Sexual abuse is very prevalent and has devas-
tating long term effects on those who have endured this. Neglect and emotional abuse can be just 
as damaging, and because they are more subtle, others are less likely to intervene. 

MYTH #2: Only bad people abuse their children. 
Fact: While it’s easy to say that only “bad people” abuse their children, it’s not always this simple.  
A majority of abusers are not intentionally harming their children. Many have been victims of abuse 
themselves, and don’t know any other way to parent. Others may be struggling with mental health 
or substance abuse issues. Although this may explain and increase understanding into why abuse 
occurs, this is never a valid reason to hurt a child.  

MYTH #3: Child abuse doesn’t happen in “good” families. 
Fact: Child abuse doesn’t only happen in poor families or certain neighborhoods. It crosses all racial, 
economic, social and cultural lines. Despite how a family appears or looks on the outside, it can be 
quite a different story behind closed doors. 

MYTH #4: Most child abusers are strangers. 
Fact: While abuse by strangers does happen, sadly most abusers are family members or others 
close to the family. Only 10 percent of abused children do not know their abuser.  

MYTH #5: Abused children always grow up to be abusers. 
Fact: It is true that abused children are more likely to repeat the cycle as adults and can uncon-
sciously repeat what they experienced as children. On the other hand, many survivors of child 
abuse have a strong desire and motivation to protect their children and break these patterns.  

Children who have been abused suffer long term effects from the abuse they experienced growing 
up. Abused children are more likely to experience teen pregnancy and more at risk of engaging in 
sexual risk taking behaviors. Sadly some abused children will later abuse their own children, contin-
uing the cycle of abuse. Abused children are at a significantly higher risk for developing psychologi-
cal disorders such as substance abuse, depression or anxiety.  

Early intervention is vitally important and can change the course of a child’s life. Should you recog-
nize any signs that a child is being hurt, please reach out to someone in your community such as 
your Child Protection Services, local police or call the Child National Hotline at 1-800-4-A-Child.  

Information adapted from the American Society for Positive Care of Children and Humanity Against 
Local Terrorism. 
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Badlands Head Start along with the United Way of the Black Hills have 

been enjoying a Race to Read challenge for the months of January and 

February. The invite went out to all enrolled families and staff of 

Badlands Head Start. The United Way graciously gave Badlands Head 

Start $300 to fund events after the challenge is complete.  Due to no 

socials, we have decided to present each enrolled participant with a 

book and a bag of fun literacy items. So far our total books read is 

5266!    

We continue to be reading toward winning the community challenge 

grand prize.  

Happy Reading, 

Wanda Dunn 

 

Wanda Dunn -  Program Services Director / Education & Disability Specialist  
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South Dakota Public Broadcasting will be providing the amazing and free-of-charge resources 
of Sesame Street in Communities.  The Sesame Street in Communities resources help early 
learners with what matters most in young lives: health and wellness, social-emotional skills, and 
school readiness.  Teachers, families and child care providers can sign up to receive a free Ses-
ame Street in Communities kit in the mail directly from SDPB at SDPB.org/ELI.      

https://sesamestreetincommunities.org/
https://www.sdpb.org/earlylearning/


Source: National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration 

and Funnel, Inc.  

Message from 

Misty West 

Misty West-  Health, Nutrition and Safety Specialist 
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Spring songs and movement activities 

Use your imagination with these fun activities for spring!                                                      Pinterest.com 



Activity Page 

Coffee Filter Earth Day Art 

Celebrate Earth Day every day! Combine a Planet Earth craft with a bit of science for 
the perfect activity this season. This coffee filter Earth Day art is great for even non-
crafty kiddos. Explore simple science with a colorful take on coffee filter soluble sci-
ence. 

 
You will need: 

Coffee filters   glue  

Washable markers  scissors   

Metal baking sheet pan 

STEP 1. Flatten round coffee filters, and draw your Earth 
with the ocean and continents.  

STEP 2. Place the colored coffee filters on a metal baking 
sheet pan and then mist with a water spray bottle.   

STEP 3. Watch the magic as the colors blend and the 
Earth comes to life!  Set aside to dry.  

STEP 4. Glue your earth on the background.   Go ahead 
and color it in if you like!  



 Courtesy of littlebinsforlittlehands.com 


